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Chapter 1

 

T

 

HE

 

 E

 

ARLY

 

 Y

 

EARS

 

erhaps the most distinguishing characteristic

 

 

 

of a university is its multi-
faceted nature as a sometimes unwieldy mixture of people, experiences,
ideas, and philosophies. In its most ideal sense, it is a place where know-

ledge lives and grows, nurtured by the experiences of the past. Students and
faculty can access and share accumulated wisdom and learning, and make
intelligent contributions of their own in a fertile, exciting environment. It is a
place where young people can become adults; where social, philosophical, and
cultural values and experiences are tried on for size; where people change and
traditions meet head-on and often clash with new ideas. It is a place where life-
long relationships are formed and where students are offered the opportunity
to choose from a broad palette of activities ranging from athletics to the arts.
It provides a setting for students to exercise their social and leadership skills by
participating in a variety of campus organizations. 

The university is also a business: a complex community consisting of
many interrelated elements. Great ideas grow and flourish in learning environ-
ments that are enhanced by well-educated, intellectually active faculty mem-
bers intent on expanding their own levels of learning and discovery. Facilities
directly related to learning—classrooms, laboratories, libraries, concert halls,
theaters, museums, and sporting complexes—require sophisticated adminis-
trative, management, and business systems to ensure that essential physical
and financial resources are maintained. Residence life systems, food services,
and medical and counseling support systems are also components essential to
a thriving campus community. The university’s intellectual life is continually
influenced, balanced, and tempered by such seemingly extrinsic concerns as
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campus planning, financial management, and other long-range planning
issues. Of course, at the center of this community within a community is
the student.

This is the story of an institution that has evolved from a regional
teacher training school through a myriad of institutional changes, marked
by five name changes, to become Truman State University, a nationally rec-
ognized and selective liberal arts institution with a student body from forty
states and fifty countries.

 

1

 

 As Truman approaches its 150th anniversary, the
institution continues to evolve, crafting innovative responses to changes in
educational philosophy and trends, shifts in economies and job markets,
and the expanding globalization of a culturally diverse society.

Although each president has played a specific role in the institution’s
history, several emerged as the primary molders and shapers of the school’s
core educational mission. These leaders recognized the need for change to
accommodate changing needs, orchestrated strategies, and implemented
innovations—many times in the face of strong political opposition (both
internal and external). In fact, the institution that evolved into Truman
State University was founded in the midst of political opposition. In Mis-
souri, the Geyer Act was passed in 1939, laying the foundation for public
elementary school districts, academies, colleges, and a state university. The
process of building elementary schools throughout the state was gradual,
however, and succeeded only after many political battles were fought and
the interest of the general populace in public education was sufficiently
aroused to create a demand for public schools. Concomitant to this devel-
opment was the need for institutions dedicated to the training of teachers.
These institutions were called normal schools. The normal school at Kirks-
ville, which was started as a private institution by Joseph Baldwin in 1867,
became Missouri’s first statewide coeducational publicly supported teacher-
training institution in 1870.

 

2

 

 
The U.S. commissioner of education reported that by 1870, the year in

which Missouri adopted the state normal school system, there were seventy-
six institutions throughout the country of various sorts, both public and
private, whose missions were devoted to the preparation of teachers for pub-
lic schools. Only five states (Arkansas, Nevada, New Hampshire, Oregon,
and Texas) did not have such institutions within their borders.

 

3

 

Joseph Baldwin was active in the movement to establish state-sup-
ported normal schools throughout Missouri and persuaded the state legis-
lature to locate a normal school in Kirksville. During his tenure as
president of the institution, his efforts were continually frustrated by per-
sistent attempts by various legislators to abolish the state’s normal schools.
But the school survived, and John R. Kirk, president from 1899 to 1925,
was central to its transformation from an institution whose mission and
academic practices had declined to a teacher-training school dedicated to
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V
valedictorian honors, 244
Valentine, R. E., 41, 42, 296
value-added assessment, 138, 139–46, 144, 149–50, 179
Vandemore, Tony, 108
Van Galen, Dean, 198–99, 200, 248
Vets Dorm, 63
Vietnam War, 114, 123, 124–25, 128
Violette, Eugene Morrow

appointed to faculty, 15
on Blanton, 15
books collected by, 47
first history of Normal School written by, 70
historical societies founded by, 70
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Violette, Eugene Morrow, continued
on Kirk, 22–23
museum founded by, 70
on Nason, 14

Violette Hall
construction of, 70, 71
facilities at, 230–31, 231
renovations/expansion of, 68 (table), 161, 230

Virginia Young Stanton garden, 241, 241–42
Vorkink, Stuart, 200, 226
Vreeland, John, 291

W
WAC (Writing Across the Curriculum), 153–56
Wade, Morris (“Red”), 77, 100
Walmsley, H. A., 106
Wang, Qi, 108–9
Warner, Arthur Burdette, 32–34
Warren, Russell

core curriculum reform by, 198, 228
on directional universities of Missouri, 206–7
on diversity, 253
entertaining by, 217
name change promoted by, 207, 210
as president of Truman, 178, 179, 179–86, 317
resignation of, 201–3, 208–9
and Virginia Stanton, 242
on the Student Recreation Center, 225
and the Student Senate, 192

Washington University, 267–68

weathervane, 131–32
Webb, Karl, 40
Weber, Winnie, 158
Wells, Phradie, 40
Weno, Deb, 108
Westensee, Laura, 110
Williams, Karla, 254
Winkler, Christina, 105
Woehlk, Mary Lou, 153–55
women

in athletics, 96–97, 305n5 (see also individual sports 
under athletics)

in leadership roles, 249
representation of, 256
role in society, 75, 116

World War II
enrollment decline during, 50, 51
enrollment growth after, 51, 51 (table), 52, 73
GI Bill for veterans of, 52
science courses after, 57

Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC), 153–56
Writing Center, 152––53, 154–55

Y
yearbook. 175, 180, 292, 293–94
YMCA, 41, 289
Yost, Michelle, 149
Young, Candy, 145
Young Republicans, 124
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