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Introduction

Olive Boone was just sixteen years old in 1799 
when she left Kentucky and moved to the fron-
tier in what is now Missouri. As a woman on 
the frontier, Olive did not have an easy life. She 
had to work hard to provide food and clothing 
for her family, and as a woman, she had few 
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legal rights and little freedom to make her own 
choices. Because her husband was often away 
from home, Olive had to work even harder, 
working their farm, caring for livestock, and 
making clothing and other items for her family. 
She even built a chimney and made a floor for 
their log cabin while Nathan was away.

Because many women could not read or 
write in the early 1800s, the stories of most 
frontier women were not written down and 
have been lost to time. Olive was married to 
Nathan Boone, a respected frontiersman and 
soldier and the youngest son of Daniel Boone. 
Because she was related to famous men whose 
stories are written down, we do know some 
details about Olive’s life. Her story sheds light 
on an untold side of the American frontier: the 
story of frontier women.  e
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Chapter 1

Growing up  
on the Frontier

Olive Van Bibber was born on January 13, 1783, 
in a small frontier settlement in what was then 
western Virginia. Olive’s parents, Peter and 
Marjory Van Bibber, were from Maryland. Soon 
after they married, the Van Bibbers moved west 
across the Blue Ridge Mountains, part of the 
Appalachian Mountain range, and made their 
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home at the mouth of the Greenbrier River. 
Like most people at that time, the Van Bibbers 
farmed and raised livestock. They could go to 
a store in the nearby settlement to buy some 
things, but the Van Bibbers and their neighbors 
had to make many of the things they needed, 
like furniture, tools, and clothing. Peter and 

In the early 1800s, the western part of Virginia was unsettled 
and wild compared to the eastern, coastal parts of the state. 
Native groups still lived in the area and fought with settlers 
over land. In 1863, the region separated from Virginia to 
become the state of West Virginia.
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Chapter 2

Moving to  
the New Frontier

In 1799, many of the families living on the Little 
Sandy left for a new frontier— the Spanish colony 
of Upper Louisiana, which would later become 
the Missouri Territory. Spanish officials in the 
region were eager to have more settlers move 
into the area, and decided to relax the previous 
rule that all new immigrants had to be Roman 
Catholic.
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A few years earlier, 
Daniel Boone had written 
to the Spanish governor in 
St. Louis to ask about the 
cost of land. At that time, 
there were fewer than a 
thousand settlers living 
in the area of St. Louis, 
and most were French fur 
traders. The governor was 
eager to make his colony a 
success, so he encouraged 
Boone to bring as many 
Americans as he could to 

Upper Louisiana. To entice them to move, the 
governor offered free land for every family that 
moved to the territory with Daniel Boone.

In a settlement like the Little Sandy, every-
body knew everybody else, and some of the 
people living there, like Olive’s brother Peter, 
had moved to the Little Sandy from Point Pleas-
ant with Daniel. So when Boone spread the 

Daniel Boone
Daniel Boone was 

famous as an explorer. 

At different times, 

Boone made money 

by buying and sell-

ing land, trading 

furs, keeping a store, 

and holding political 

offices. Boone and his 

family moved around 

frequently, always 

looking for a new 

frontier and chasing 

his dreams of fortune.
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Chapter 5

The Last Move West

Life for Olive and her family changed suddenly 
in 1833 when Nathan became a captain in the 
U.S. Army. This new position would keep him 
on the frontier permanently. It would also mean 
that Olive and her family would have to move. 
Nathan picked out a site west of Springfield, 
Missouri, in a neighborhood known as Ash 
Grove, and sent their three grown sons there to 
begin clearing the land and building a house.
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When the time came for the Boone women 
to leave, Nathan helped them pack the wagon 
and led them down the road toward Springfield. 
Besides Nathan, the final party included Olive, 
her mother, Marjory, and her five youngest 
daughters— Levica, Melcina, Mary, Sarah, and 
Mahalia. The trip took them nearly a month.

When Olive arrived at the new farm, she 
would have seen a small white cabin sitting in 
a valley full of towering ash and walnut trees. 
A babbling creek separated the house from the 
wagon road back to Springfield. It would have 
been a scenic view, but a lonely one. Unlike the 
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Legacy

Women on the 
Frontier

Olive Boone stands out as an example of a 
whole generation of Missouri women whose 
history was not written down. Olive grew up 
in frontier settlements in the eastern United 
States. She moved to the frontier in Missouri 
before it was part of the United States. By the 
time she died, Missouri was a state and the 
frontier had moved farther to the west. Olive 
spent much of her life dependent on men, but 
she also proved that a frontier woman could be 
just as tough as her male counterparts. Olive’s 
story is a reminder that throughout history, 
even on the most dangerous frontiers, women 
stood alongside men and they faced the frontier 
together.  e

44
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Timeline

1783: Olive is born on January 13 in what is now Greenbrier County, West 
Virginia.

1787: The Van Bibbers move to Point Pleasant in western Virginia.

1796:  After Olive’s father dies, she and her mother move to the Little Sandy 
to live with her brother.

1799: Olive marries Nathan Boone on September 26, in Kentucky. They leave 
for Upper Louisiana (now Missouri) on October 1.

1800: Nathan builds a one- room log cabin on the couple’s new farm on the 
Femme Osage Creek, then leaves on a hunting trip.

 Olive and Nathan’s first child, James, is born in July.

1802– 1824: Olive and Nathan have thirteen more children, three more boys 
and ten girls.

1803: The United States buys the Louisiana Territory from France.

 Nathan begins working as a surveyor and guide.

1806– 1811: Nathan and his brother operate a saltworks.

1812– 1815: Olive cares for the farm and her children while Nathan serves 
in the army during the War of 1812.

1821: Missouri becomes a state.

1832–1853: Nathan serves in the U.S. Army on the western frontier.

1837: Olive and the family leave St. Charles County to settle near modern- 
day Ash Grove in southwest Missouri.

1851: Nathan and Olive are interviewed by historian Lyman Copeland 
Draper, who is writing a book about Daniel Boone.

1856: Nathan Boone dies, leaving everything he owns to Olive in his will.

1858: Olive Boone dies November 12 at 75 years old.
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